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Message from the 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S DESK

As I write this remark, I am filled with nostalgic memories of the journey thus far. As a criminal defense 

attorney, I have represented over a hundred cases with great enthusiasm for winning. It soon became 

evident that freedom was not the ultimate aspiration for individuals who had experienced 

incarceration. Surprisingly, many of them feared the prospect of freedom due to the uncertainty they 

might face during their reintegration into society. Sadly, a significant number of them find themselves 

back behind bars.

Through interactions with our beneficiaries, we have discerned that the socio-economic 

demographics of incarcerated individuals in Nigerian prisons predominantly consist of the young, 

poorly educated, and politically and economically disadvantaged groups. This realization has 

propelled our efforts in the last three years towards empowerment through education, prison library 

projects, vocational and life skills training, and robust reentry support.

As an organization, we firmly believe that the journey within the criminal justice system does not 

culminate with incarceration but extends to the successful return of affected individuals to society as 

better and reformed individuals. Statistically, it has been established that over 95% of incarcerated 

individuals eventually reintegrate into society. In light of this, we view rehabilitation not merely as a 

term but as an empowerment mechanism for equipping justice-impacted individuals with the 

necessary skills required for a successful post-release life.

Our organization is committed to addressing the shortcomings of the punitive nature of the criminal 

justice system. While offering legal assistance through our pro bono services, we aspire to provide  

comprehensive support in rehabilitation and ultimately successful reintegration.

Looking ahead, we anticipate extending our programs to more correctional facilities, broadening our 

support to incarcerated and formerly incarcerated persons, including young offenders in juvenile 

centers. In alignment with our advocacy for a holistic criminal justice system, we aspire to collaborate 

with other stakeholders to ensure that rehabilitation and reentry support take a central position in 

criminal justice deliberations. Additionally, we are eager to establish transformative partnerships and 

expansive networks to advance our work.

Above all, we express gratitude to the organizations and individuals who have contributed to our 

cause, guiding us through the growth and successes recorded thus far. Your support has been 

instrumental in making a positive impact within the criminal justice reform.

Joke Aladesanmi
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Who Who Who ???are we

Centre for Legal Support and Inmates Rehabilitation 

(CELSIR) is a non-governmental organization 

committed to rendering free legal support to 

indigent incarcerated individuals and rehabilitation 

assistance that equips incarcerated and formerly 

incarcerated individuals with life skills required to 

sustain them when reunited to the society.

CELSIR strongly believes in the power of fairness, 

learning, and kindness. Our main goal is to protect 

the rights and dignity of people who have been 

impacted by justice. It is also part of our mission to 

curb the alarming cycle of recidivism prevalent among 

incarcerated individuals, a result of the formidable 

challenges they encounter when reintegrating into 

society.

CELSIR's holistic rehabilitation support envelops our 

beneficiaries, guiding them through a process of 

renewal and empowerment. Our continuum of care 

extends broadly to post-incarceration life, ensuring 

that individuals are equipped with the tools and 

support required to reintegrate successfully.
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OUR VISION

We envision a society where the 

indigent and vulnerable persons 

have access to free legal 

representation and justice-

impacted individuals live a 

dignified and productive lifestyle 

when reunited to the society.

OUR MISSION

To foster positive change within the 

lives of incarcerated individuals by 

addressing the multiple facets of 

their journey, from pre-incarceration 

to reintegration into society. We are 

driven by a profound belief in second 

chances and the potential for growth, 

healing, and a positive reentry 

journey.
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Justice and Fairness: CELSIR ardently advocates for fairness, 

equity, and justice within the criminal justice system, ensuring 

that the rights of incarcerated individuals are respected.

Compassion and Empathy: At CELSIR, our work is guided 

by a profound sense of empathy and compassion, recognizing 

the humanity of every individual and acknowledging their 

capacity for change and growth.

Dignity and Respect: CELSIR treats all individuals, whether 

incarcerated or not, with dignity and respect, valuing their 

inherent worth and potential.

Collaboration: We believe in the transformative power of 
collaboration. We work closely with government agencies, 
community organizations, legal experts, and volunteers to adopt 
a holistic and impactful approach to rehabilitation of incarcerated
individuals.

At CELSIR, we envision a society where the criminal justice system is not just punitive, but 

also redemptive, and where incarcerated individuals are given the opportunity to rebuild 

their lives. Through our multifaceted approach, we strive to contribute to a safer, more just 

and compassionate world for everyone.
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focus
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Promote peaceful and 

inclusive societies for 

sustainable development, 

provide access to justice for 

all and build effective, 

accountable and inclusive

institutions at all levels

Strengthen the means of 
implementation and 
revitalize the global 
partnership for 
sustainable development

End poverty 

in all its forms 

everywhere

Ensure inclusive and

equitable quality 

education and promote

lifelong learning

opportunities for all

Achieve gender

equality and 

empower all 

women and girls

Promote sustained,

inclusive and sustainable

economic growth, full and

productive employment

and decent work for all
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As our name implies, 

our effort focus on three key areas:

Our STRATEGIC 
F    CUS

Legal Aid & Assistance

Criminal Justice Reforms Advocacy

Inmate Rights Protection

Confidentiality & Privacy Protection

Educational Support Project

Prison Library Project

Skills Acquisition and Self development

Welfare

Internship Opportunities

Employment Preparation

Safe House Accommodation 

Healing Circle

1.  

Legal Support 

Program.

2.  

Rehabilitation 

Program.

3.  

Reentry 

Support
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1.
LEGAL 

SUPPORT PROGRAM

ith more than 55,000 awaiting trial Inmates across Wthe country, the continuous need for legal 

assistance cannot be overemphasized and an 

effective criminal justice system cannot be achieved until 

accused persons and victims of human right violation have 

access to legal representation which is a constitutionally 

guaranteed right. This pressing need for fair dispensation of 

justice has fueled our legal support program aimed majorly at 

providing pro bono legal services to indigent and vulnerable 

persons. 

Through the collaboration of our in-house counsels and 

partnering law firms that believe in our cause, CELSIR's legal 

support program has successfully provided representation for 

more than 100 accused individuals. This ongoing initiative 

reflects our continuous commitment to upholding justice and 

advocating for the rights of those in need. Through strategic 

partnerships and the expertise of our legal professionals, we 

strive to ensure fair representation and support for individuals 

entangled in legal challenges, contributing to a more 

equitable and just legal system. 
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2.
REHABILITATION
PROGRAM

t CELSIR, rehabilitation transcends a mere term; it Arepresents a profound opportunity to empower justice-

impacted individuals with skills that enhance their 

productivity and maximize their positive contributions to 

society. Recognizing rehabilitation as a vital and effective 

process, we understand its significance in helping inmates cope 

with the challenges of incarceration while equipping them with 

essential psycho-social and life skills. With this ethos guiding 

our efforts, we have purposefully tailored our interventions to 

meet the specific needs of our beneficiaries, aligning with our 

overarching goals. In the past three years, CELSIR has effectively 

executed the following projects:

I) Educational Support Project

In the pursuit of rehabilitation, education emerges as a 

transformative force for prison inmates. Beyond granting 

second chances, it nurtures self-respect, counters social 

disconnection, and fuels aspirations for renewed lives. 

However, challenges persist ranging from: funding gaps, 

inadequate learning environments, inaccessible to 

qualified teachers, stigma, overcrowding, and limited 

internet access.

Over the past three years, CELSIR has been a beacon of 

change. We launched Virtual classes for students 

preparing to go to higher institutions. This initiative 

currently runs in 3 correctional facilities - Medium 

Correctional Center Ikoyi, Medium Correctional Center 

Kirikiri, and Female Correctional Center Kirikiri in Lagos 

State. We have provided stationeries, chairs and tables, 

laptops, projectors, and solar inverters, championing 

quality education. Our professional teachers connect 

online, preparing incarcerated individuals for exams. A 

strategic partnership with XML Consulting enhances our 

impact.

Looking ahead, our vision is expansive, aiming to extend 

educational opportunities to correctional centers across 

Nigeria's six geopolitical zones.
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I. EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT PROJECT
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120
individuals enrolled

Through our virtual 
learning project, the centers 
have recorded a 65% pass 
rate in examination sequel 

to our intervention. In 2022, 
one of our beneficiaries scored 

as high as 313 in the Joint 
Admission Matriculation 

Board (JAMB), the highest 
score ever recorded in 

the facilities.

VIRTUAL LEARNING 

65% 
Pass Rate 

60% 
Beneficiaries

Over 60% of our 

beneficiaries have 

successfully secured 

admission to the 

National Open 

University of Nigeria.

We have addressed 

challenges such as 

inadequate learning 

environments by providing 

essential resources like 

stationeries, chairs, tables, 

laptops, projectors, and 

solar inverters, ensuring 

a conducive setting for 

quality education

EDUCATION/

CONDUCIVE 

SETTING 

360
students

Over 360 have 

participated 

in our virtual 

classes.

We have 

enrolled more than 

120 individuals 

for the GCE 

and JAMB 

examinations.

IMPACT
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I have always had a strong opposition to NGOs intervention in the prison because they all come with 

the idea that we are all guilty. The CELSIR Mobile Library has a cross-section of books that don't 

discriminate against us in any way and cater to us according to our needs - Anonymous

Feedbacks from Beneficiaries
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Feedbacks From Beneficiaries

Thanks for bringing an immense 

opportunity to bridge the gap in 

seamless learning. I have benefitted 

from this program since being 

i n c a r ce r a t e d ,  g a i n i n g  m o r e 

knowledge from tutors, and as a 

result, getting very good (WAEC and 

GCE) results, which I have used to 

process my admission application to 

the National Open University. My 

family, upon hearing of my academic 

achievement, were so proud and 

were  a  b i t  encouraged  tha t 

something good could still be 

achieved in this dire situation I found 

myself.” - Kevin A

Virtual classes through CELSIR made 

me more focused on learning and 

improving my academic pursuit. It 

boosts my ego in learning and 

studying despite being within the 

four walls of the Custodial Centre. 

The virtual class through CELSIR has 

helped me to have better results on 

my O LEVEL as I sat for the last year 

2022 GCE. All the lectures I got 

through the tutors and instructors 

were superb and that compelled my 

excellent result in all papers to 

mention.” - Ogbu O

The virtual classes conducted by 

CELSIR have been a lifeline for me 

during my time here. I never thought I 

could access such quality education 

while being confined. The courses 

were wel l-s t ructured,  and the 

materials provided were relevant. I am 

happy with the instructors for their 

dedication and encouragement, which 

motivated me to strive to pass my 

exams. I wholeheartedly give my 

honest appreciation to CELSIR and 

Barrister Joke. Barrister Joke is indeed 

an ep i tome of  academic  cum 

educational iroko on whose shoulder I 

see the light. Kudos, CELSIR, remain 

blessed." - Mathew
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II. PRISON LIBRARY
PROJECT

The inception of our Prison Library Project in 2020 was prompted by 

firsthand observations of the challenges faced by incarcerated 

individuals in accessing educational and self-development resources. 

Recognizing the inadequacy of correctional facility libraries filled with 

outdated and irrelevant books, CELSIR, with the support of the Ford 

Foundation, took proactive steps.

The launch of a state-of-the-art 21-user library at the Ikoyi 

Correctional Centre addressed the lack of reading facilities for 

incarcerated individuals, exacerbated by the destruction of the only 

available library during the 2020 #EndSars jailbreak attempt. The 

library, inclusive of an e-library section, caters to those pursuing 

undergraduate and postgraduate studies at the National Open 

University of Nigeria, now serving over 3000 incarcerated persons 

with a daily usage exceeding 50 individuals.

The initiation of the #DonateaBook campaign Project actively 

involved communities in supporting incarcerated individuals as a 

constructive alternative to stigmatization. Over 2000 books, spanning 

various genres, were collected and distributed across correctional 

facilities and the Mobile Library Bus, establishing this initiative as a 

cornerstone of CELSIR's efforts.
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In 2022, the Prison Library Program achieved another milestone 

with the launch of the Mobile Library initiative, a van equipped 

with versatile book racks covering a range of subjects. Inspired 

by the success of the stationed library at the Medium Security 

Custodial Centre, Ikoyi, and the positive feedback received, the 

need for intervention in other correctional centers propelled 

the Mobile Library Project.

Since its commissioning, we have visited: 

3 Medium Security Custodial Centers, 

1 Maximum Security Custodial Center, and 

2 Special Correctional Centers for Juveniles within Lagos 

State Nigeria. 

Each center is provided with a thoughtfully curated set of books 

for a one-month duration before rotation. With approximately 

3,000 books, a significant portion of which resulted from our 

highly successful Book Drive, enhances the literary resources 

available to these centers.

To enrich our outreach, we organized Storytelling and a Spelling 

Bee Challenge at the Special Correctional Center for Boys, 

Oregun, and the Special Correctional Center for Girls, Idi- araba, 

Lagos. 

We envision refurbishing several libraries in the near future and 

extending our mobile bus rotation to neighboring states.
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With books, we are 

empowering inmates 

with knowledge, skills, 

and a renewed sense 

of purpose

BOOKS2500
incarcerated 

persons

The Ikoyi library 

services over 2500 

incarcerated persons 

and has a daily usage 

of more than 

50 persons per day. 

The inclusion of an 

e-library section further 

facilitates academic 

pursuits, particularly 

for those engaged in 

undergraduate and 

postgraduate studies 

through the National 

Open University of 

Nigeria.

e-LIBRARY 
SECTION 

Mobile Librabry

incarcerated persons

7000

The Mobile Library 

which is accessible to 

over 7000 Incarcerated 

persons ensures 

continuous access to a 

wealth of educational 

and motivational 

resources.

Social Interaction

and Skills 

Acquisition

The project 

provides intellectual 

stimulation and 

also opportunities 

for social interaction 

and skill-acquisition.

IMPACT

19



III. SKILL ACQUISITION 
AND SELF-DEVELOPMENT

Creative Writing Workshop Impact: 

In collaboration with Readland Global, our 

Creative Writing Workshop has profoundly 

touched the lives of over 80 incarcerated 

individuals. This transformative program serves 

as a channel for self-expression, healing, and 

personal growth. Notable improvements in 

communication skills, educational enrichment, 

and reduced recidivism rates highlight the 

positive influence of the workshop. Continued 

support for such programs is crucial for a 

compassionate and effective approach to 

criminal justice and rehabilitation.

Health and Safety Training: 

Recognizing heightened health and safety risks 

within Correctional Centers, CELSIR took a 

proactive  step. Partnering with OSHversity 

Training and Development Company, we 

provided unique Health and Safety training. This 

comprehensive program addressed various 

hazards within Correctional Institutions. 

Collaborating with Oshversity, we trained 61 

officials in Ikoyi Correctional Center and 65 

Incarcerated Individuals in Medium Correction 

Center, Kirikiri. The focus on sustainable solutions 

in both the short and long term included essential 

skills such as First Aid, Fire Safety, Hazard 

Identification, Risk Assessment, and Mental 

Health Management.
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A BETTER ME: 
An Interactive Motivational Workshop 

A Better Me" is a quarterly interactive event meticulously crafted to 

instill positive transformation in our beneficiaries. This initiative 

introduces valuable life skills through the real-life experiences of 

individuals who have triumphed over societal limitations. We firmly 

believe that incarcerated individuals seeking positive change should 

be offered the essential support and skills necessary to make 

meaningful contributions to society, rather than being perceived as a 

threat.

Through dynamic elements like open discussions, engaging 

activities, and motivational sessions, we cultivate personal growth, 

resilience, and the rediscovery of purpose among our beneficiaries. 

Our overarching goal is to provide them with the tools and a positive 

mindset needed to confront challenges, embrace change, and 

embark on a journey toward rehabilitation for a successful 

reintegration into society. Notably, this workshop has been 

effectively implemented in five correctional centers. Since its 

inception, the program has featured facilitators of high caliber such 

as Kunle Adewale, Ifeanyi Mbelu, Bankole Williams, and Nicole 

Cornway. To date, 700 incarcerated individuals have actively 

participated in this transformative initiative.
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LANGUAGE
CLASSES

We commenced 

French classes with 

13 students 

facilitated by an 

incarcerated 

person.

The certification of 

more than 80 

participants in the 

Creative Writing 

Workshop was not only 

an avenue for 

educational enrichment 

but also a sense of 

personal achievement.

80
Creative Writing

Participants

The Health Safety 

Training taught 61 

officials and 45 

incarcerated individuals 

about staying safe. They 

learned about first aid, 

fire safety, and taking 

care of mental health.

Health and Safety

Training

61
Officials

45
Incarcerated
Individuals

A Better Me 
Worshop

Participants

700

The interactive  

motivational 

workshop has had 

over 300 

participants 

connecting virtually.

IMPACT

22



Skill and Self-Development
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Feedbacks from Beneficiaries

A big thanks to you and I am very grateful 

because this class has added a lotto my life and 

that of my family outside. With the help of this 

class, I can boldly stand on my feet that writing is 

my hobby. I will tell you that I do not really have 

the intention of writing or have the thought, but 

now I can say that Thoughts lead to purposes, 

Purposes go forth in actions, Actions form 

habits, Habits form character and character 

forms our destiny. I feel now that writing is 

becoming a part of me. My zeal keeps going on 

and on, even when I am not feeling good to do 

that. In the inside of me, I feel I can fight the best 

and beat the best, to be the best. Thank you.” – 

Daniel
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“When I heard of this program, I was excited 

because at last the opportunity to improve and 

learn new skills in writing has been presented to 

me. Before now, my problem has been starting 

and structuring my write-ups. With the series of 

presentations by professional resource persons 

in this workshop throughout this one-month 

period, I believe I am now equipped with the 

requisite skills and knowledge to start up and 

structure my stories/write-ups in a way that; will 

be appreciated by my readers/audience. My 

sincere appreciation goes to the organizers of 

this workshop all the resource persons who 

made time to share their professional 

knowledge  and exper iences ,  and  the 

management of this Facility, especially Mummy 

Bukky for their dedicated efforts in trying to help 

us improve different areas of our lives.”- Emeka

Award

“I learnt to focus on important things in life. I 

also learnt that people's opinion about me does 

not matter and that I have the power to change 

my story because like Nicole said “Life is not a 

moment but a journey. Don't let this moment 

determine your future”. - Suleiman A.



IV. WELFARE
CELSIR has teamed up in some Prison welfare activities with other organizations. 

With the support of Integrated Logistics Services, we provided incarcerated 

individuals with quality and clean clothing. In celebration of International 

Women's Day, PEP Stores generously contributed clothing items and children's 

wear to Incarcerated Women. Additionally, we organized a medical outreach at 

Ikoyi Correctional, with medication donated by “You Matter Foundation,” 

extending essential healthcare support to those in need.
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3.
RE-ENTRY

SUPPORT

n Nigeria, the persistent stigma faced by formerly Iincarcerated individuals poses a significant challenge to their 

reintegration into society, and l imited access to 

opportunities often lead to higher chances of recidivism. In 

addressing these barriers, CELSIR has implemented various 

strategies to facilitate successful integration.

i) Employment Preparation

In our commitment to empowering formerly incarcerated 

individuals, CELSIR actively engages with formerly Incarcerated 

Individuals to prepare professional resumes (Cvs). Through this, 

we pave the way for employment opportunities and training 

programs, aiming to enhance their prospects and foster self-

sufficiency.

Ii) Internship Opportunities

Over the past few years, CELSIR has offered internship 

opportunities within our organization. By extending a helping 

hand to formerly incarcerated individuals, we equip them with 

valuable skills, placing them in a favorable position within the 

competitive job market. Notably, some have been connected to 

fellowship opportunities, with our lead ambassador successfully 

admitted into the prestigious Global Freedom Fellowship.
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iii) Safe House Accommodation

In recognizing shelter as a fundamental human need, incarceration 
often results in the upheaval of homes, posing a significant 
challenge upon regaining freedom. The absence of shelter leaves 
formerly incarcerated individuals, especially women, in a 
vulnerable position.
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THE SAFE HOUSE

In November 2023, the Centre for Legal Support and 

Inmate Rehabilitation (CELSIR), in partnership with “A New 

Way of Life,” proudly launched the first of its kind Safe 

House (Half Way Home), for  formerly incarcerated women 

in Nigeria.

Over the last three years, CELSIR has continued to emerge 

as a force, fully committed to the rehabilitation of 

incarcerated individuals and championing programs 

aimed at facilitating their successful reintegration into 

society. Our objective is to fast-track their self-reliance and 

help them become valuable members of the community. 

The newly established Safe House, “The Ruby House,” 

drew inspiration from the rich symbolism of the ruby color, 

signifying compassion, strength, and courage. The Ruby 

House stands as a shelter for formerly incarcerated 

women, offering them temporary protection while they 

experience the social reintegration process. Here, they are 

equipped with the essential skills and support needed to 

foster independence and pave the way for a brighter and 

more empowered future as they navigate their path to full 

social reintegration.

The Ruby Safe House, designed to accommodate 15 

residents with comfort, adopts a holistic approach to the 

rehabilitation of formerly incarcerated women. The facility 

features specialized areas such as a skills room, a library, 

and an individual counseling space, fostering an 

environment conducive to comprehensive recovery. 

Moreover, a room is allocated to guarantee the privacy of 

nursing mothers and pregnant women, as well as to 

recognize and cater to their specific needs. This thoughtful 

design ensures that the Safe House is not just a residence 

but a supportive and tailored environment for the diverse 

needs of its residents. 
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The newly established Safe House, “The Ruby House,” 

drew inspiration from the rich symbolism of the ruby color, signifying 

compassion, strength, and courage. 
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“I first connected with CELSIR's rehabilitation team during their efforts to facilitate 

learning for individuals behind bars. As the Head Teacher of the prison school, I directly 

accessed CELSIR's support in organizing educational resources. Their involvement 

played a pivotal role in securing my release. Reintegrating into society was 

challenging, I spent 4 months sleeping in a school classroom.  CELSIR not only 

facilitated my release but also provided a job and accommodation post-incarceration. 

This experience became a hidden blessing, inspiring me to work as an administrative 

officer, virtual tutor, and CELSIR Ambassador. I express deep gratitude to the entire 

CELSIR team for their resilience, dedication, and belief in rehabilitation. Thank you!” 

- Ayokunle A.

Feedback from AmbassadorsCELSIR AMBASSADORS
The CELSIR Ambassadors constitute an exclusive community 

comprising individuals who have experienced incarceration but have 

since regained their freedom. Having experienced our interventions 

during their journey, these individuals are reclaiming their lives and 

leaving a positive mark in their communities. The organization takes 

immense pride in collaborating with them, providing support on their 

ongoing journey as they reach new heights of personal and 

community impact

32



Conferences participated in
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OUR VOLUNTEERS
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OUR PARTNERS
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In 2020, CELSIR kicked off with individual donations 

and book drives. The dynamics shifted in 2021, 

thanks to the crucial support from the Ford 

Foundation. We have since continued to expand our 

operations while looking to reach justice-impacted 

individuals across the country. 

The financial summary presented in this section 

demonstrates the impact of our generosity on 

justice-impacted individuals. Since the inception of 

CELSIR in 2020, the contributions of well-meaning 

partners and individuals have empowered us to 

reach new heights and make a tangible difference in 

the lives of those we serve. Every amount donated 

has been a catalyst for positive change, enabling us 

to foster hope, facilitate justice through our legal 

representation, and ensure comprehensive ongoing 

rehabilitation.

As a responsible organization, we are committed to 

transparency and consistency in financial reporting. 

Thus, the comprehensive audit and breakdown 

performed by our partner accounting firm are 

summarized in this section.

Note: Audited financial report available on request
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Expenditures
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1.  Educational Support: Donation of educational materials and tutors’ 

stipend to facilitate virtual classes.

2.  Prison Library: Cost of equipping the Ikoyi Medium Security Custodial 

Center Library and purchasing the Mobile Library.

3.  Skill Acquisition: Expenses incurred for capacity building (trainings) in 

Correctional Centers

4.  Welfare: Donations made for well-being of incarcerated and formerly 

incarcerated individuals.

5.  Reentry Support: Reintegration of formerly incarcerated individuals 

into the Society.

6.  Legal Support: Expenses for filing and transportation to the court.

7.  Administration: Operating expenses for day-to-day running of the 

organization.

Providing reintegration support to formerly incarcerated individuals is 

undoubtedly a challenging task. However, we view this challenge as an 

opportunity for positive transformation, one that we are confident can be 

surmounted with the invaluable support of caring partners, organizations, and 

private donors.

As we move forward, we are optimistic about the future and remain committed 

to the cause of justice-impacted individuals. Together, with the collaborative 

strength of our partners and supporters, we can forge a meaningful and 

positive difference in our society.

Total Expenditures (2020 - 2022)

Education Support

Prison Library

Skill Acquisition 

Welfare

Reentry Support

Legal Support

Administration

Total Expenditure (2020 – 2022)   

Education Support 5,919.183 22% 

Prison Library 11,934,705 45% 

Skill Acquisition 387,015 1% 

Welfare 1,000,000 4% 

Reentry Support 210,000 1% 

Legal Support 1,139,647 4% 

Administration 5,931,139 22% 

 26,521,689 100% 

 

Note: Audited financial report available on request
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In the coming years, we are taking strategic steps to expand our reach by offering support services to correctional 

centers across the six geopolitical zones of Nigeria. Here is a brief rundown of our strategic focus:

The overarching goal in the long term is to promote seamless social reintegration and acceptance of formerly 

incarcerated individuals by raising public awareness about their challenges and dispelling misconceptions as well as 

stigmas surrounding incarceration.

1 2

3 4

5 6

Educational Support: 

CELSIR will be collaborating with technology partners to provide access to 

online courses and other educational resources. With adequate funding, we 

will be extending our virtual classes to other correctional centers while 

maintaining the existing ones. We also plan to enrol more students for the 

General Certificate Examinations.

Juvenile Justice Reform: 

We hope to extend our services to more juvenile centers with a strong 

emphasis on rehabilitation and education instead of punitive measures. 

We will advocate for reforms addressing the root causes of juvenile 

delinquency, such as poverty, trauma, or limited access to education. 

Building Partnerships with relevant Stakeholders: 

We are also looking to establish robust partnerships with government 

agencies, corporate organizations, and key players in the Nigerian 

criminal justice system.

Reentry Support: 

Having established the first Safe House in Nigeria, we will intensify 

our effort in reentry support by providing housing, job and 

empowerment opportunities, education, mental health services, 

and other essential support systems for successful reintegration. We 

will collaborate with the formerly incarcerated individuals, their 

families, grassroots bodies, and concerned stakeholders to ensure a 

comprehensive and inclusive approach guided by firsthand 

experiences and expertise.

Prison Library Project: 

We are extending the Mobile Library Initiative to more correctional centers beyond 

Lagos. Our prison library project is set to include refurbishment of existing libraries 

while simultaneously equipping the Mobile Library van with more book 

collections, catering to diverse subjects and interests. Our expansion initiative will 

also promote more peer-to-peer learning through book clubs in correctional 

centers in Nigeria. 

Advocacy for the rights of justice-impacted individuals:

CELSIR will be championing more advocacies in favour of restorative justice 

practices with a focus on healing, accountability, and rehabilitation rather than 

strict punitive measures.



FUNDERS, PARTNERS, AND FACILITATORS
Over the years we have been supported locally and internationally

NIGERIAN PARTNERS

FOREIGN PARTNERSMEDIA PARTNERS

NIGERIAN

CORRECTIONAL

SERVICE f o u n d a t i o n
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OUR MEDIA FEATURES

Safe House Launch

Interviews & Advocacy

https://youtu.be/9I76PV97FwA?si=jUWSD8M-GSvMaby7 
 https://youtu.be/LmoNMdYq5oA?si=DREEfRrgZ6VOhjpv

https://youtu.be/W6jQJBk2sEw?si=TTXsUzHIf2yZ8Xmw

Prison Library Features

https://punchng.com/library-will-add-positive-growth-to-inmates/
https://youtu.be/juZeT1HxnLI

h�ps://youtu.be/W6jQJBk2sEw 
h�ps://sunnewsonline.com/celsir-launches-new-scheme-for-incarcerated-women/ 

h�ps://youtu.be/EfB1lHJ6OJ4?si=KZJ5K4-wGe7q-_xD 
h�ps://thena�ononlineng.net/ex-female-inmates-get-rese�lement-safe-house/ 

h�ps://punchng.com/ngo-unveils-home-for-ex-female-inmates/?amp 
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https://youtu.be/EfB1lHJ6OJ4?si=KZJ5K4-wGe7q-_xD
https://youtu.be/EfB1lHJ6OJ4?si=KZJ5K4-wGe7q-_xD
https://youtu.be/EfB1lHJ6OJ4?si=KZJ5K4-wGe7q-_xD
https://thenationonlineng.net/ex-female-inmates-get-resettlement-safe-house/
https://thenationonlineng.net/ex-female-inmates-get-resettlement-safe-house/
https://thenationonlineng.net/ex-female-inmates-get-resettlement-safe-house/
https://punchng.com/ngo-unveils-home-for-ex-female-inmates/?amp
https://punchng.com/ngo-unveils-home-for-ex-female-inmates/?amp


Support UsSupport Us

You can drop your donations 
at CELSIR's Head Office:

4th floor, Olatunji House, 
299 Ikorodu Road, Maryland, Lagos.

Cash Donations:

Account No.: 1771895528

Bank Name: Centre for Legal Support 
and Inmate Rehabilitation

Bank:   Polaris

A significant portion of our initiatives relies on financial support. 

We welcome contributions from compassionate individuals to 

bolster our Programs. Your generosity can make a lasting impact 

on the lives of justice-impacted individuals, fostering their 

rehabilitation and reintegration. Join us in creating positive 

change and empowering those in need. You can support any of 

the following Programs:

Ÿ Legal Support Program
Ÿ Educational Support Program 
Ÿ Prison Library Expansion
Ÿ Skill Acquisition and Self Development
Ÿ Re-entry Program
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@CELSIR_ORG

celsir_

https://web.facebook.com/CELSIR.ORG

https://www.linkedin.com/company/celsir/

info@celsir.org

www.celsir.org

+234 (0) 813 638 5933

Olatunji House (4th Floor)

299 Ikorodu Road, Maryland, Lagos.
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CENTRE FOR LEGAL SUPPORT AND INMATES REHABILITATION
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